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when they told him of the Sultan's decision and of their desire
that he should abdicate before it became necessary to depose
him, he remained perfectly firm in his resolve not to do any-
thing before he had personally received the Sultan's advice.
" But you have acted twenty times in defiance of the Sultan,"
put in the officious French Consul Tricou. " I defy you to
name one instance," answered the Khedive. As Tricou's
memory failed him at this critical moment, Lascelles came to
the rescue of his colleague. " But, Your Highness, would it
not be well to show some independence of Constantinople,
since the Porte may deceive you?" " Seeing, my dear sir, that
the first use you wish to make of my independence is to abdi-
cate all my power, I hardly see the advantage to be gained,"
retorted the Khedive. Lascelles was silent, and the Consuls
had to go.

The next day, June 25, there was a commotion in military
circles. People talked of a big army and of the inundation of
the neighbourhood of Alexandria; rumours of all kinds were
rife.

On the morning of June 26 two telegrams were received
from Constantinople, one was addressed to the Ex-Khedive
Ismail and the other to Tewfik Khedive of Egypt.

Never before or after did the Sultan of Turkey dare to carry
out judgment against the descendants of Mohammed AIL
Even on this occasion, the real author of the act of deposition
was not the Sultan, but the Powers behind him.

What would the Powers have done had Ismail, like his great
progenitor, Mohammed Ali, refused to comply? This is an
interesting question for academic discussion, but not one to be
taken very seriously. Not only was the country militarily far
behind what it had been in the reign of Mohammed Ali, but
also the people had been cowed down to submission, by
poverty, exactions and neglect.

It was Cherif who broke the news to the Khedive, who at
once sent for Tewfik. Tewfik was on his way to Abdin Palace.
Son and father met each other with tears in their eyes; the
father rose from his seat and addressing his soa said, " I salute
Effendina (our Lord) I"

On 30 June 1879, Ismail left Egypt by order of the Powers
on his yacht, the Mahroussa. The captain of the yacht had